The Chairman of Committee on Human Rights of the Republic Tatarstan, SERGEY KNYAZKIN, PhD., a member of the Union of Journalists of Russia, “The sentence for preaching of Christianity was pronounced on behalf of Russia for the first time"



On October, 15th, 2008 the judicial board of the Moscow city court as the court of review on Grigoriy Grabovoi’s case reversed the sentence of Tagansky district court. Eleven-year term of imprisonment was reversed for eight-year imprisonment of Grabovoi with serving punishment in a standard regime penal colony. The reduction of the term is quite a rare case in judicial practice of Russia. So it could be considered as a good luck for the convicted. However in the situation with Grabovoi such "good luck" should be considered quite differently. Such conclusion could be made based on the comments of the defender of Grigoriy Grabovoi, the Chairman of Committee on Human Rights of the Republic Tatarstan Sergey Knyazkin in reply to the questions of correspondent of “Portal-Credo.ru”.

“Portal-Credo.ru”, Judging by the reaction of supporters and defenders of Grigoriy Grabovoi, one could not observe any satisfaction on their part in relation to the reduction of the imprisonment term. What are your comments on the results of the cassation? 
Sergey Knyazkin, The court didn’t take into consideration that all lectures of Grigoriy Grabovoi were recognized to be religious sermons. The court completely ignored the illegality of institution of proceedings on the events related to Beslan, and participation in the process of the chairman of committee "Mothers of Beslan" Susanna Dudiyeva who protected G.P.Grabovoi. The reversal concerned only two counts charged to Grabovoi when part 4 of article 159 of the Criminal Code of Russian Federation did not exist yet. To be exact part 4 of article 159 is swindle committed by a group of persons. However exactly as in the court of the first instance, no word was pronounced about the group of persons because the materials of the case do not contain any information about the group.

The statements of the lawyers confirming that the materials of the case contained neither corpus delicti nor the event of the crime, that jurisdiction was roughly violated, that the civil-law relations were replaced by criminal prosecution, that there were no evidences of receipt of money from so-called "victims", and so on; all these statements were simply swept away by the court as unreasonable.

Judicial arbitrariness became quite usual in our country long ago. However the case Grabovoi includes not only the issues of money but the religious factor as well. Did they try to convict Grabovoi mainly as a "swindler" or as a "reviver"?

We can ascertain that Russia entered a new phase of spiritual degradation, and president Medvedev entered his name in the history of Russia with black letters. Russia is primordial orthodox state in which belief in Christ saved Russia and its people many times. This is for the first time for the whole existence of Russia that a sentence for preaching of Christianity and belief in resurrection was pronounced on behalf of Russia.
Thus the court convicted for belief in resurrection and deprived the person of freedom and openly confirmed that resurrection was not possible. They seem to have some really devil boldness to oppose millions believers of our country - Christians and Moslems, to oppose the bases of spirituality and morals in the society. This testified either to the full madness of the judges who failed to notice that they sank in the spiritual degradation, or to the support of this decision by the men of weight of the state.
Anyway they will have to bear responsibility for such illegal decisions before the law, before the society, and before the whole world sometimes. Therefore, if we fail to protect the basis of our belief, fail to defend Christianity and convicted for nothing Grabovoi, would we be able to speak about existence of moral principles or about the sense of development of the whole human civilization?

Do you mean that the main danger in the precedent of conviction of Grigoriy Grabovoi is the attack on religious bases?
There is no other way to regard this case.  Having upheld the sentence of Taganskiy district court the court arrived at the conclusion that preaching of Christianity was swindle. In the mentioned above sentence the court directly charged Grabovoi on pages 11, 23, 31, 37, 44, 46, 47, “The victim … bought his book, having read it she believed that resurrection of people was possible…” (page 23 of the mentioned above court sentence); “The content of these explanations proved that the author wished to create readers’ false idea about real possibility of returning to life of deceased people (page 47 of the mentioned court sentence).
Don’t you think that after approval of such practice in the case of Grabovoi they will start applying it to other religious trends? 

This is quite possible.  Today, on 16th October 2008 Christianity has been outlawed by conviction of Grigoriy Grabovoi.  Simultaneously we received an alarming signal of attack on spirituality.  This is information that the Ministry of Justice of Russia demands cessation of activities of 56 religious organizations in Russia.  What is going to happen tomorrow depends on us, on our life position, our belief in God which should save Russia.
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